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Vantilt Publishers was founded in the 1990’s  

in the Dutch university city of Nijmegen. 

From the start, Vantilt has concentrated on 

non-fiction of the very highest quality, with 

titles that make academic subjects accessible 

to the general public. 

 Book history, poetry analysis, and archi-

tectural history marked the publisher’s early 

days. Currently, Vantilt also successfully  

publishes groundbreaking works in the field 

of history, in particular the history of the 

Dutch Golden Age, philosophy, culture,  

and Europe. 

That Vantilt’s books are able to  

appeal to a wide audience today  

is evidenced by the success of  

the book 1001 Women in 
Dutch History. The book is  

an overview of famous, notorious,  

extraordinary, beloved, wicked, 

and influential women, each and  

every one of them fascinating 

women who played extraordinary 

roles in the history of the Nether-

lands. There is even a special  

“pocketbook” edition, designed  

by internationally acclaimed  

Dutch designer Irma Boom! 
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Dirk Van Hulle
Darwin’s Notebooks

Darwin’s On the Origin of Species broke new ground, and propelled 
the natural sciences in an entirely new direction. But did Darwin’s 
ideas come only from his sharp-eyed observations of the plant and 
animal kingdom? 
 In this compelling account, Dirk van Hulle tells how Darwin was 
strongly influenced by poets and writers from the Romantic period: 
Wordsworth, Shelley, and through them, Milton and his Paradise 
Lost. These writers were among those who introduced Darwin to 
mutability. In Darwin’s time, the idea that God had not created all 
animals and other forms of life in their final, unchangeable state  
was a dangerous one. As a result, it was 1859 before he published  
his findings, halfway through the Victorian Age. 
 Darwin’s notes date back to long before his theory took on its final 
shape – he was only twenty-two when he embarked on his voyage 
aboard the Beagle. By the end of his travels he had filled fifteen note-
books. The candid entries allow readers to follow the fascinating 
development of Darwin’s train of thought from day to day.

“Blacking – Milton – Clothes Washed – Shoes blacking.” 
– Entry in Coquimbo field notebook, 1835, listing the details of everyday life 

“A supremely readable book on Darwin’s field notebooks, pocket  
notebooks, diaries, letters, and sketches.” – NRC Handelsblad

In a compelling and vivid fashion, 
Dirk Van Hulle (b. 1966) shows 
the reader the thought processes 
of the man who changed the way 
people look at the world. Along 
the way, he also skillfully closes 
the gap between the natural 
sciences and the humanities. Van 
Hulle teaches English literature 
at the University of Antwerp, and 
his previous publications include 
works on the notes of James Joyce 
and Samuel Beckett. 

Charles Darwin’s notebooks reveal  

the romantic sources of his inspiration 

–

The first book of its kind on  

Darwin’s notes from his voyage  

aboard the Beagle 

–

277 pages, with notes and index; 
illustrated in black and white
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Bart Leeuwenburgh
A Heretic’s Fate
Adriaan Koerbagh 1633 – 1669

After being weaned as a baby, did Adriaan Koerbagh drink water 
or beer? In his biographical sketch of the life of this “heretic”, Bart 
Leeuwenburgh paints a colorful picture of everyday life in seven-
teenth-century Amsterdam. It was a century of wealth and pros-
perity in this commercial center known as a refuge for freethinkers. 
 Leeuwenburgh reveals another side of this “free” Amsterdam.  
In the clash between Remonstrants and counter-Remonstrants, 
Koerbagh wielded both a sharp pen and a sharp wit. It was while  
attending the Latin School that he first encountered the ideas of 
Cicero. At university, he studied the views of Descartes, and joined 
a group of Cartesians led by Spinoza. Adriaan Koerbagh was a firm 
believer in reason. He rejected the existence of the Holy Trinity and 
a creator, and considered the Bible to be a book written by humans. 
This led to his downfall: On July 27, 1668, in the torture chamber of 
the Amsterdam city hall, he was told that his tongue was to be pier-
ced, his right thumb chopped off, his books burned, his belongings 
confiscated, and that he would be locked up for thirty years. Where 
was tolerance? And freedom of the press? One year later, the great 
freethinker was dead.

“So riveting, it quickens even twenty-first century hearts.” 
– **** de Volkskrant 

“Leeuwenburgh places the ideas of Koerbagh and his brother in their 
historical context in an exemplary fashion.” – **** NRC Handelsblad

Freethinkers like Spinoza and 
Adriaan Koerbagh were to the 
seventeenth century what Julian 
Assange and Edward Snowden  
are today. Bart Leeuwenburgh  
(b. 1960) is a philosopher at 
Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
He writes about the thinkers and 
writers who influenced Koerbagh, 
and describes the ruthless repres-
sion of his ideas by the Republic 
of the United Netherlands. Can 
be compared to Russell Shorto’s 
Descartes’ Bones (Vintage), David 
Edmond and John Eidinow’s  
Rousseau’s Dog (HarperCollins), 
and Matthew Stewart’s book on 
Spinoza, The Courtier and the  
Heretic (W.W. Norton). 

Biography of Spinoza’s friend, 

convicted of heresy 

–

A fascinating portrait of a freethinker  

in the Dutch Golden Age

–

262 pages, with notes and index; 
richly illustrated in both black and white and color
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Wiel Kusters
In and Under the Village: The Life of a Mine Worker

From the personal to the general: In the same way that Dutch author 
Geert Mak wrote about Jorwerd in his international bestseller Jorwerd: 
The Death of the Village in Late Twentieth-Century Europe, Wiel Kusters 
has written a poignant, captivating, and personal story about Spek-
holzerheide, the village he grew up in. This is where the “people of the 
mine” lived and died, with the ever-present waste heap of the Willem-
Sophia Mine towering high above the rooftops. 
 What makes this book so exceptional are the details from Kusters’ own 
family history. When in 1930 his father went to work at the Wilhelmina 
State Mine, he was given a certificate with a drawing of a plucky mine 
worker, wishing him “Glück Auf” (“Good Luck”): on one side workers 
were shown being engulfed by a rockslide, and on the other by an inrush 
of water. It was only on his deathbed that he told his son, “The thing I 
was most afraid of was to drown in the mine.” Kusters’ grandfather died 
from silicosis, his own father died from black lung disease and pulmo-
nary edema. A mine worker’s life was like that of a soldier at the front: 
always on the edge of danger. This book is also a monument to a dead 
father – for all of the dead fathers “of the mine.”

“A history of a mine worker’s family that is very personal and at the 
same time transcends borders and regional boundaries within Europe.”  
– Aachener Zeitung

“Just like Alexander Kluge, Kusters knows how to create a kind of  
poetry all his own out of a seemingly straightforward portrayal.” 
– Günter Jekubzik

Wiel Kusters (b. 1947) is a poet  
and writer. He grew up the son  
and grandson of mine workers in 
the Dutch province of Limburg. 
In and Under the Village is history 
writing in the best tradition of  
Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie: des-
cribing ordinary, everyday life in 
former times. This book allows  
the reader to glimpse beyond the 
fringes of time – and to shed a 
silent tear at what is gone forever. 

A tribute to the daily lives of mine  

workers in words and pictures

–

Will bring back memories for  

everyone living in former mining areas: 

England and Wales in the United  

Kingdom, Germany’s Ruhr Valley,  

the Walloon Region of Belgium,  

and Northern France  

–

218 pages, with glossary; 
richly illustrated in black and white

Already 35,000 copies sold!
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Joep Leerssen
Spiegelpaleis Europa
Europese cultuur als mythe en beeldvorming

Germans are hard workers, the Dutch are in trade, Southern  
Europeans know how to enjoy life: the clichés about Europeans have 
a profound effect on politics, right down to combating the current 
financial crisis. 
 Joep Leerssen shows that perceptions about Europe and Europeans 
are based on myths, stories, and fabrications. “National character” 
was an invention of the Romantics rather than a concept supported 
by scientific evidence. Leerssen uses the stories of Odysseus and 
Dracula, films like Casablanca and A Passage to India and many 
more examples from art, culture, and entertainment to get to the 
bottom of image and self-image in Europe.
 Where does the image of the “Latin lover” come from? In Ameri-
can artistic works, why are Europeans often depicted as traumatized, 
old, and degenerate, while Americans are full of life, young, and  
innocent? Lord Byron meets film noir: “Hall of Mirrors” is a gold 
mine of witty, sophisticated reflections. 

“A delectable deconstruction of the ‘European idea,’ and an irresistible 
ode to European culture.” – NRC Handelsblad

“Leerssen’s erudition is impressive, as is the ease with which he links 
things together. ‘Hall of Mirrors’ is filled with interesting insights.”   
– Trouw

Joep Leerssen (b. 1955) is  
professor of European Studies  
at the University of Amsterdam. 
He was awarded the 2008 Spinoza 
Prize (Holland’s premier academic 
award), and held the Erasmus  
Lecturership at Harvard in 2003. 
His book National Thought in 
Europe was shortlisted for the 
European Book Prize, and his 
Remembrance and Imagination  
was one of the Times Literary  
Supplement’s Books of the Year.

One of the ten most promising  
quality non-fiction titles, according to 
the Dutch Foundation for Literature!

An erudite and entertaining essay about 

Europe in the tradition of Hans Magnus 

Enzensberger’s Europe, Europe
–

Europe-bashing: Not only the Americans 

enjoy doing it, but also the Europeans 

themselves. And that while Europe is an 

excellent antidote to nationalism!  

–

205 pages, with index; richly illustrated 
in both black and white and color
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Leo H.M.Wessels & Toon Bosch 
Nationalism, Nations, and States
Europe from circa 1800 to the present

Europe is sometimes referred to as a project that is still on the 
drawing board. But Nationalism, Nations, and States demonstrates 
that the nation-states of Europe did not come into being overnight. 
“Germany? But where is it?” Goethe asked; after all, prior to 1800, 
the map of Europe looked very different. Starting in 1800, borders 
were drawn and nations were formed using myths, statues, hero 
worship, and racial ideology. Following World War II – the ultimate 
outcome of nationalism – the term fell out of use, only to reemerge 
with a vengeance during the Cold War. 
 This standard work sheds light on many facets of European 
nationalism in words and pictures. Patriotism, nation-building, 
internationalism, and European integration are all addressed. A set 
of excellent removable maps created especially for this book clearly 
illustrates the development of nation-building in Europe. A unique 
reference work for the general public as well as academics.

“A welcome overview, one that is accessible while also containing  
the necessary detail. I wholeheartedly recommend this book to both 
Eurosceptics and Europhiles alike.” – **** De Volkskrant

“Excellent overview of the development of nationalism, beautifully  
illustrated and designed, and lovingly published.” – Trouw

In the accessible style of Norman 
Davies, historians Toon Bosch, 
Patrick Dassen, André Gerrits,  
Arnold Labrie, Matthijs Lok,  
and Leo H.M. Wessels paint a 
compelling picture of the rise of 
the European states. This work is 
unique in that it treats nationalism 
both theoretically and empirically. 

The standard work on European  

nationalism – a must-have for  

historians, journalists, politicians,  

sociologists, and economists

–

“Okay, so we have a country.  

Now what?” How nations created  

their own myths

–

704 pages, with removable maps and index; 
richly illustrated in both black and white and color

For Eurosceptics and Europhiles
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Paul van Tongeren
European Nihilism
Friedrich Nietzsche on a threat that nobody seems to be afraid of

About 130 years ago, Nietzsche predicted that nihilism would  
emerge one or two centuries on. While he described it as the  
greatest catastrophe that could ever befall humankind, we – who  
are in the midst of it – barely seem to be aware of, let alone  
frightened by, it.
 European Nihilism is an in-depth study into nihilism’s roots 
(which far predate Nietzsche), the concept’s aftereffects, and the 
thinkers and writers who addressed it. The work contains an  
overview of Nietzsche’s thoughts on nihilism, the history of the 
concept, and the way it was developed in Nietzsche’s writings.
 The book poses a key question: What meaning do Nietzsche’s 
thoughts on nihilism hold for us? Do we go ahead and act as if  
God exists so we can then close our eyes to the threat looming in  
a world with no norms or values? Is “the individual” the successor  
to “God”? Is it possible to live lives without meaning? Can science 
and humanism assume the role of God? Are we indeed headed for  
destruction, as Nietzsche predicted? Or, in today’s thoroughly  
pragmatic and post-nihilistic society, can we still find some trace  
of ideals and the pursuit of truth? 
 Paul van Tongeren suggests that literary imagination might bring 
us closer to the experience of nihilism than philosophy ever could. 

European Nihilism is a worthy successor to Nihilism before Nietzsche  
by M.A. Gillespie (University of Chicago Press, 1995)

Paul van Tongeren is affiliated  
with the Universities of Nijmegen 
(The Netherlands), Leuven  
(Belgium), and Pretoria (South  
Africa), and is editor of the 
Nietzsche-Wörterbuch-project 
(“Nietzsche Dictionary project”). 
Earlier works include Die Moral 
von Nietzsche/Friedrich Nietzsche 
Moralkritik and Reinterpreting 
Modern Culture (also published in 
German and Portuguese) and An 
Introduction to Friedrich Nietzsche’s 
Philosophy, translated by Purdue 
University Press (2000) and Târgu 
Lapus (Galaxia Gutenberg  
Romenia, 2004).

Are we on the verge of a 

catastrophe? And are Nietzsche’s  

ominous predictions coming true? 

–

Provides insight into Nietzsche’s  

thinking as well as an accurate  

assessment of contemporary  

Western culture 

–

232 pages, with notes and index



Vantilt is approaching its twentieth  

anniversary in the publishing business,  

and is now moving into the international 

market. Vantilt publishes books in translation  

(including the philosophical classic Minima 

Moralia and the short essays of Theodor 

Adorno), and is proud to present here a  

number of Dutch Vantilt titles to colleagues 

from around the world. Translations of the 

books in this catalogue are likely to receive 

support from the Dutch Foundation for 

Literature.

Vantilt Publishers

mail addr ess: 

P.O. Box 1411

6501 bk Nijmegen

The Netherlands

st r eet addr ess:

St. Annastraat 99

652 4 ek Nijmegen

The Netherlands

www.vantilt.nl (in Dutch)

Phone: +31 (0)2 4  360 2294

Fax: +31 (0)2 4  360 0976

E-mail: info@vantilt.nl

Rights at the Frankfurt Book  

Fair 2013 through Maria Vlaar:

www.mariavlaar.com, 

e-mail: mg.vlaar@xs4all.nl, 

cell phone: +31 (0)6 28 07 88 35


